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“One Another” Series

The “One Anothers” of Our Speech
Calvary Baptist Church

August 17, 24, and 31, and September 7, 2008

OPEN:

Edison's Talking Machine

Once, when introducing Thomas A. Edison at a dinner, the toastmaster mentioned his many inventions, dwelling at length on the talking machine. The aged inventor then rose to his feet, smiled and said gently to his audience: "I thank the gentleman for his kind remarks, but I must insist upon a correction. God invented the talking machine. I only invented the first one that can be shut off."

Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations: Signs of the Times.

MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 19:14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.   

INTRODUCTION (Mt. 12:36-37; Prov. 8:7-8)
· At last count, there are 70 “one anothers” in the NT.
· There are approximately half that, or 35, topics.

· We have considered the one anothers of the heart.

· We move now to the one anothers of our speech.

· We will look at the Exclusions from Our Speech, the Exhortations of Our Speech, and the Edification of Our Speech
· Matthew 12 tells us …

Matthew 12:36-37  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
· Obviously, our words are important!

· The writer of Proverbs declares:

Proverbs 8:7-8 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them.
· Notice with me today some things that should NOT be included in our speech.
I.
The Exclusions from Our Speech

A.
DO NOT DEFAME (James 4:11-12)
James 4:11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.
1.
The Prohibition (11A; 1 Peter 2:12; 3:16)

SPEAK NOT EVIL
 Gk., katalaleo
to slander, speak against, to speak down
The word is used twice by the Apostle Peter:


1 Peter 2:12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.   

1 Peter 3:16  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.
QUOTE: Some people think they have an open mind when it is really their mouth.


2.
The Principle (11B; Lev. 19:15-18)
James 4:11B He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law:

· This is not the Old Testament law alone.

· This is God’s revealed law.

· God’s word prohibits such behavior as slandering our brother.

Leviticus 19:15-18 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour. 16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD. 17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. 18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.


3.
The Problem (11C – 12; Prov. 16:27-28; 26:20; Philip. 2:3)

James 4:11 C  but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.

James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
· The speaking in view is speaking disparagingly of, or down on, another Christian. 
· To criticize another one must conclude that he is right and the person he is criticizing is wrong. 
· This is passing judgment. — Tom Constable's Notes on the Bible
· Oh what harm can be done by the slandering tongue!

Proverbs 16:27-28 An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire. 28 A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends.
Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.
· Our attitude should not be the haughty attitude of superiority, but the lowly attitude of humility!

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.

B.
DO NOT DECEIVE (Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:25)
Col 3:9
Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
LIE NOT – Gk., pseudomai
to utter an untruth, to attempt to decieve by falsehood
Ephesians 4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.   

· A lasting relationship cannot be sustained by lies!
· Truth is not always easy, not always convenient, but it is always necessary.

ILLUS: Young lady in my class that said, “When I get down, mommy gets daddy’s credit card and we go on a shopping spree.  Then when the bill comes, we hide it from daddy.”

OPTIONAL: SAY THE MEMORY VERSE HERE.


C.
DO NOT DEFY (Gal. 5:26) 



Galatians 5:26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.
PROVOKE – Gk., prokaleomai
to challenge, irritate, provoke.
· This passage is at the end of the list called the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit.

· We are urged to walk in the Spirit!

Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
· When we are not right with God, we hurt more than ourselves.

· We fall into the works of the flesh, and end up provoking one another.

· And this passage reveals that our conduct toward others is governed by our regard for ourselves.

· We provoke because we desire vain glory.

· We provoke because we envy others.

· Only by walking in the Spirit can we be saved from ourselves.


D.
DO NOT DEIFY (John 5:44; 2 Cor. 10:12) 


Diety is another word for God.  To deify is to make someone God.

John 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?



HONORING MAN – Gk., lambano doxa
receive honour,
receive glory, praise
2 Corinthians 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

E.
DO NOT DEVOUR (Gal. 5:15)
Galatians 5:15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

BITE – Gk., dakno, to bite

DEVOUR – Gk., katestheo, to eat down (to nothing) 
CONSUME – Gk., analisko, to use up, to destroy

· Robertson says it is like two wild animals fighting.

· He goes on to tell of the old story of two snakes that bit each other on the tail and proceeded to swallow themselves!


CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS
With my mouth, lips, tongue I can …

James 3:1-12  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.   2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.   3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.   4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.   5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!   6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.   7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:   8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.   9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.   10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.   11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?   12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.   

James 1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.   


ILLUS: 
D.L. Moody  Lady says, “My talents has always been to speak my mind.”  Moody replied, “Lady, that is one talent that the Lord would not mind if you buried it!”

MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 19:14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.   

____________________ 


OPTIONAL: SAY THE MEMORY VERSE HERE.
II.
The Edification of Our Speech


A.
Our Confession (James 5:16; Mt. 5:21-24)
James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

confess faults  
Gk., exhomologeo - to acknowledge, agree fully

· The context of this passage is the well-known treatise on anointing with oil.

· A full interpretation of this passage is outside the scope of this series.

· Suffice it to say, James is dealing with those who have become spiritually weak.

· As an act of encouragement, the elders come and rub (not anoint ceremonially) with oil.

· This was an act of grooming the discouraged believer or of literally using oil as a medicine after stripes or blows had been given in persecution.

· See MacArthur for a fuller treatment.

· And then, we are told to confess our faults one to another.

QUOTE: There is the idea that, to be effective, confession of sin has to be made to men, and especially to the person wronged, as well as to God. In a very real sense it is easier to confess sins to God than to confess them to men; and yet in sin there are two barriers to be removed--the barrier it sets up between us and God, and the barrier it sets up between us and our fellow-men. If both these barriers are to be removed, both kinds of confession must be made. This was, in fact, the custom of the Moravian Church and Wesley took it over for his earliest Methodist classes. They used to meet two or three times a week "to confess their faults to one another and to pray for one another that they might be healed." This is clearly a principle which must be used with wisdom. It is quite true that there may be cases where confession of sin to each other may do infinitely more harm than good; but where a barrier has been erected because of some wrong which has been done, a man must put himself right both with God and his fellow-man.  Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT).

· May the Lord help us to keep short accounts with God and short accounts with one another.
Matthew 5:21-24 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

B.
Our Communication 



1.
Our Singing (Eph. 5:19; Ps. 95:2; 147:7; Mt. 26:30; Acts 16:25; Jas. 5:13)
Eph 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

speaking 
Gk., laleo - to talk, to utter words

· Verse 18 commands us to be filled with the Spirit.

· The natural result is singing!

QUOTE: The Spirit-filled life produces music. Whether he has a good voice or cannot carry a tune, the Spirit-filled Christian is a singing Christian. Nothing is more indicative of a fulfilled life, a contented soul, and a happy heart than the expression of song.  The first consequence of the Spirit-filled life that Paul mentioned was not mountain-moving faith, an ecstatic spiritual experience, dynamic speaking ability, or any other such thing. It was simply a heart that sings. When the believer walks in the Spirit, he has an inside joy that manifests itself in music. God puts music in the souls and then on the lips of His children who walk in obedience. MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Ephesians
Psalms – Old Testament psalms put to music.

Hymns – Songs of praise to our God which have not been taken from the Psalms but which have been composed by men.  Example: A Mighty Fortress is Our God.


ILLUS: 
When missionaries and their children were rounded up by the Japanese in China in the 1940’s, it is said that, as they were marched across the city, a long line of men, women and children, they sang Psalm 46. (See the Story of the life of Eric Liddell.  Liddell rhymes with fiddle)

Spiritual Songs – Testimony songs telling of what the Lord means to me.  Example: Oh How He Loves You and Me.
· Please note that the audience is “one another.”

· Songs are for God’s people.

· Music is not for the purpose of evangelism, and it has never been.

· If we follow that line we make our music to meet the standards of the lost.

· Our music is not for the lost, it is for the redeemed. (See MacArthur in loc.)

· And we are to sing to one another!
Psalm 95:2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.   

Psalm 147:7 Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:   

Matthew 26:30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.    

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.   
James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.   


OPTIONAL: SAY THE MEMORY VERSE HERE.


2.
Our Sharing (Luke 24:14, 17; Ex. 23:5; Jn. 13:14; Rom. 15:1; Gal. 5:14; 6:2; Ecc. 4:9-10)
· The setting for these verses in Luke is the discussion between two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

· This is the Sunday after the crucifixion of Christ.

· The broader context is Luke 24:13-35 (OPTIONAL: READ THIS)
· We have time only to take a brief glimpse at the story.




Luke 24:14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

Talked  

Gk., homileo - to be in company with, to converse, to commune, to talk.

Luke 24:17 And he [Jesus] said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?

Communications  
Gk., logos - words, thoughts, expressions

· There is some rebuke here for the negative tone of their conversation.

· We must encourage each other.

· One cannot lift another out of the same pit.

· But we are not to bear our burdens alone!

· We are to share our burdens with a dear brother or sister!

Exodus 23:5 If thou see the [donkey] of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him.   

John 13:14-15 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.   15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.   

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.   

Galatians 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.   

ILLUS: Len Sweet in Postmodern Pilgrims recounts a letter a physician wrote to a church-related magazine:

Today I visited an eight-year-old girl dying of cancer. Her body was disfigured by her disease and its treatment. She was in almost constant pain. As I entered her room, I was overcome immediately by her suffering— so unjust, unfair, unreasonable. Even more overpowering was the presence of her grandmother lying in bed beside her with her body embracing this precious, inhuman suffering.

I stood in awe, for I knew I was on holy ground... The suffering of innocent children is horrifying beyond words. I will never forget the great, gentle arms and body of this grandmother. She never spoke while I was there. She was holding and participating in suffering that she could not relieve, and somehow her silent presence was relieving it. No words could express the magnitude of her love.
Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.   

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.
QUOTE: Compassion is what makes a person feel pain when somebody else hurts. Anon.



3.
Our Savior (Luke 24:32)
Luke 24:32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

Said
Gk., ero  - to say, speak, tell

· These believers are not testifying to one another of their experience with Christ.

· That is so rare today.

· I have known a time, and I have known places, and I have known people among whom this is common.

· But that time, those places and those people are becoming difficult to find.

· All of my life I have heard of cold, dead, liberal churches.

· It breaks my heart to see us drifting in that direction.

ILLUS: 
Lights on in the house often indicate that someone is home. The light of your life indicates if Christ is at home within you.

Psalm 105:1-2 1 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. 2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.
Optional: Read Psalm 96.  This is great.  13 verses.
Psalm 96:1-13 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.   2 Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.   3 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.   4 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.   5 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.   6 Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.   7 Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.   8 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.   9 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.    10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.   11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.   12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice   13 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.   



ILLUS: “There goes the captain”
An old gentleman that worked the docks on Florida’s coast, would often stop his work and say, “Look!  There goes the captain.”  All of the regulars knew the story, but newcomers would sometimes ask what he meant.  “Well, you see that boat there?” said the man. “One day I fell and hit my head and slid off the deck of my fishing boat.  The captain there saw me and came and lifted me out of the water.  If it weren’t for him, I’d be dead.  Well, it’s hard to explain I guess, but ever since that day he saved me, I just likes to point him out!”
OPTIONAL: READ PSALM 107:1-32 POWERFUL!  READ THIS FROM YOUR BIBLE.  (If not, highlights below)
PSALM 107:1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 2    Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;
8 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! 9    For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.
21 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! 22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.

31 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! 32 Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

OPTIONAL: SAY THE MEMORY VERSE HERE.

NOTE: 
I had the conclusion here, but did not reach this point.  So I added the next and moved the conclusion forward.


C.
Our Confirmation (Romans 14:19; Mt. 7:24; 1 Cor. 8:1; Eph. 4:11, 12, 29)
Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

edify

Gk., oikodome - to build, build up, fig. to confirm

Matt 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

· It takes a wise man to build a house, but any old donkey can kick one down!
· Knowledge puffeth up, so we cannot assume that by this we mean simply to educate.
1 Cor 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.

· Nor do we find that flattery or praise of men is the focus, for those things are clearly prohibited in Scripture.
· Rather, this building up “describes the activity of spiritual growth within the community of believers.” (Complete Biblical Library Greek Dictionary)

Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Eph 4:11-12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:


CONCLUDING NOTES FOR THIS SECTION:
· Let us be careful how we use our speech!

· May we not use our speech to DEFAME, DECEIVE, DEFY, DEIFY or DEVOUR one another.

· But may we use our mouth in CONFESSION to be quick to go to our brothers and sisters and work things out between us.

· Let us keep short account.

· Let us use our mouth in COMMUNICATION to SING to one another, SHARE with one another, and speak of our SAVIOR one with another.

· May our speech not tear one another down, but rather may we use our speech in CONFIRMATION to build one another up.
III.
The Exhortation of Our Speech


A.
Our Comfort of One Another (1 Thess. 4:18; 1 Thess. 5:9-11)

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Comfort
Gk., parakaleo - to call near, invite, encourage


Note: Though 1 Thes. 4:18 is the same word as Heb. 10:25 and 3:13, it is a slightly different use of the word and thus justifies "comfort." The comfort is the urging not to focus on the death but on what awaits the believer.
1 Thess 5:9-11 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

1.
Illustrations from Scripture (Acts 16:40; 20:12; 2 Cor. 7:6-7; Eph. 6:20-22)

Acts 16:40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.

Acts 20:12 And they brought the young man [Eutychus] alive, and were not a little comforted.

2 Cor 7:6-7 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more.

Eph 6:20-22  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: 22 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts.



2.
Instructions from Scripture



a.
Comfort of the Spirit (Jn. 16:12-13; Acts 9:31)
· The Holy Spirit comforts and guides and reminds us of the Scriptures.

· Likewise, we are to comfort and guide others by reminding them of God’s truth.

John 16:12-13 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.   13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.   
· Thus the earthly comforter finds his example to comfort his fellow believer!
Acts 9:31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.    




b.
Comfort of the Scriptures (Rom. 15:4)
Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
· We are to use the truths of Scripture to encourage one another to go forward in our faith!

· The noun form of this word is παράκλητος which is one of the names of the Holy Spirit.

· The role of the Heavenly Comforter is to come at the time of need, of indecision, of discouragement and remind us of the Lord’s words.

Summary: To comfort is to encourage the grieving, discouraged believer to go on in the faith and not to quit.  This is done by reminding him of truths that may have been forgotten in the midst of the trial.

c.
Comfort from Our Suffering (2 Cor. 1:3-4)
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;   4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.   
· No one can comfort another like he or she who can say, “I’ve been there.”

7105. Humans Can't Survive Alone

Dr. Leonard Cammer, a psychiatrist who has specialized for thirty years in treating depressed persons, said, "The human being is the only species that can't survive alone. The human being needs another human being—otherwise he's dead! A telephone call to a depressed person can save a life. An occasional word, a ten-minute visit, can be more effective than twenty-four hours of nursing care. You can buy nursing care. You can't buy love." (cf: Genesis 2:18)

Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations: Signs of the Times.

Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.   


B.
Our Counsel to One Another 
(Heb. 3:13; 10:25; Mt. 8:5-6; 2:53; Mk. 1:40; 5:23; Acts 2:40; 1 Pet. 2:11; 2 Timothy 4:1-5)


We could say, Our Prompting, prodding, urging
Heb. 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

Exhort
  
Gk., parakaleo - to call near, invite, encourage

Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

exhorting 
Gk., parakaleo - to call near, invite, encourage

Matt 8:5-6 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.

Matt 26:53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 

Mark 1:40  And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

Mark 5:23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

Acts 2:40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

2 Timothy 4:1-5  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
· The thought is, we are to urge one another to faithfulness (Church, Bible, Prayer, Witness)

· It is not the preacher or deacons that have the responsibility for this (exclusively).

· We are to counsel one another, prod one another on!

ILLUS: Mrs. Marsha McKinney at the Pantry Store

C.
Our Caution to One Another (Romans 15:14)
Romans 15:14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

Admonish 
Gk., noutheteo - to put in mind, caution, warn, reprove gently
Noutheteo The action describes an influence exerted upon the mind and implies a prior resistance.  Noutheteo, then, means “to admonish, warn, instruct,” so as to redirect someone from wrong ways and correct his behavior. (Complete Biblical Library Dictionary)

1 Thess 5:12-14  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.

Acts 20:29-31 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

1 Cor 4:11-16  Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; 12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. 15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. 16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

Col 1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

· Here teaching is linked with warning (or, admonishing)

· Teaching is directed to the mind to correct the thinking.

· Admonishing is directed toward the will.

2 Thess 3:14-15  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
CONCLUSION:
CONCLUDING NOTES FOR THIS SECTION:
· Let us be careful how we use our speech!

· There should be some EXCLUSIONS from our Speech.

· May we not use our speech to DEFAME, DECEIVE, DEFY, DEIFY or DEVOUR one another.

· There should be EDIFICATION in our Speech.

· But may we use our mouth in CONFESSION to be quick to go to our brothers and sisters and work things out between us.

· Let us keep short account.

· Let us use our mouth in COMMUNICATION to SING to one another, SHARE with one another, and speak of our SAVIOR one with another.

· And we are to CONFIRM one another.

· May our speech not tear one another down, but rather may we use our speech in CONFIRMATION to build one another up.

· Finally, we are to EXHORT one another with our speech.

· God wants us to COMFORT, COUNSEL and CAUTION our brothers and sisters.
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
RECITE MEMORY VERSE NOW

