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Introduction

Your text, The Heart of the New Testament, consists of 23 chapters. This study guide has been prepared to guide you through the text by answering questions on each chapter.

Read the text carefully, and answer the questions as you go. When this course is completed, you should have a good understanding of the history of the New Testament.

Part 1 – Introducing the New Testament

Chapter 1 – Why We Study the New Testament

1.
Discuss the significance of the Christian movement.

2.
In your own words, summarize the greatness of Jesus.

3.
List at least five effects of Christianity on history.

4.
Explain some of the ways the New Testament has affected modern life.

Chapter 2 – The Historical Background
5.
According to Dr. Hester, how does the Old Testament relate to the New Testament?

6.
List the six periods found under Resume' of Old Testament History, and give the time periods.

7.
Define the Inter‑Biblical period, and name the books of Jewish writings known as the Apocrypha.

8.
What were some of the glorious achievements of the Greeks?

9.
List the conquests of Alexander the Great during his 12-year reign.

10.
Define Hellenism and list the points of its major emphasis.

11.
Antiochus IV had two nicknames.  What were they, and what did they mean?

12.
The Maccabean Dynasty was led by a father and five sons. Name them, and summarize the achievements of Judas.

13.
Name the successors to Judas, and tell what happened to each of them.

14.
Where did the Pharisees get their start?  Who were the Sadducees?

15.
Briefly describe Pompey's conquest of Jerusalem and his later struggle in which it was lost.

16.
List some of the things for which Herod the Great is noted.

Chapter 3 – Life in the First Christian Century
17.
Jesus lived in the Roman world of the first century.  Give the boundaries of the Roman Empire.

18.
What is meant by the term Graeco‑Roman World?
19.
Briefly summarize language, literature, philosophy, and education of this period.

20.
In general, give the contributions of Rome.

21.
What was the greatest contribution of the Romans to the world?  List the emperors and their dates of rule.

22.
List the outstanding facts of militarism, the commercial enterprises, and the large cities of this era.

23.
Summarize the society and morals of this period.

24.
What were the religious systems?  List the four ways by which the world was being providentially prepared for the coming of Christ.

Chapter 4 – Jewish Life in Palestine
25.
How large is Palestine?  Give the four natural divisions.

26.
List and give locations of the six political regions during the time of Jesus.

27.
Name the chief cities and roads of Palestine during this period.

28.
Briefly describe the economic and home life in Palestine.  Be thorough, and include detail shared.

29.
Give the six annual feasts, their dates, and purposes.

30.
Briefly identify the Scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees.

31.
Identify the Essenes, Zealots, Herodians, and the Sanhedrin.

32.
What was the state of the Jewish religion and what hope did the religious leaders have?

Chapter 5 – The New Testament Records
33.
Give and describe the four classifications of the books of the New Testament.

34.
In general, very briefly tell how and why the New Testament was written.

35.
List and give the present location of the five most valuable New Testament manuscripts.  What name does the most valuable Latin version have?

36.
Define the word canon, and tell how it was determined which books would be included in the canon of the New Testament.

37.
List each Gospel; give the author, the date, and the main emphasis of the writing.  (Develop in chart form in the order written).

38.
What is the book of Acts?  Who wrote it, and what is its chief purpose?

39.
Why were the letters of Paul written?  List them, their dates, and purposes.

40.
What are General Letters and the Apocalypse?

Part 2 – The Life of Jesus Christ

Chapter 1 – The Birth and Boyhood of Jesus
41.
Give the three general remarks made about the supernatural, and make a brief statement on the pre​existence of Christ.

42.
Summarize the three annunciations.

43.
In what two respects was the virgin birth unique, and what was involved in the Roman census?

44.
When it comes to being exact about the birth and time of the birth of Jesus, what is the most important thing that can be said?

45.
Who came to pay tribute to the baby Jesus?  How many wise men were there?

46.
Briefly summarize the escape into Egypt and the return home to Nazareth.

47.
Give a brief summary of the family of Joseph.

48.
Review the happenings on the visit to Jerusalem and the next 18 years in Nazareth.

Chapter 2 – John the Baptist
49.
What was the chief purpose of John's ministry, and what movement did he begin?

50.
Give the outstanding characteristics of John.

51.
In denouncing sin, what was John's key word?

52.
What did John preach about Jesus, and on what occasion did they meet for the first time?

53.
Briefly summarize John's mission and his greatness of soul.

54.
In general, give the account of his conflict with Herod and John’s experience in prison.

55.
What message did Jesus send to John in prison, and what did Jesus say about John?  Give Scripture.

56.
Briefly describe the events leading up to and including John's death.

Chapter 3 – The Early Ministry of Jesus
57.
Give the three‑year breakdown of Christ's ministry with the basic happenings of each year.

58.
List the divisions of Christ's ministry with the length of each.

59.
Why was Jesus baptized?  List the three temptations He faced from Satan and His answers.  Give Scripture.

60.
List the first followers of Jesus.  What is unique about the first six disciples called?

61.
What was Jesus’ first miracle?  What does the author say about the wine?

62.
Describe the happenings in the Temple on Jesus’ first visit to Jerusalem.

63.
Give the most familiar Scripture used by Jesus in His long discourse with Nicodemus.  Give Scripture.

64.
What were the most significant happenings (discussed by the author) while Jesus was in Judea, and also while He was in Samaria?

Chapter 4 – The Great Galilean Ministry
65.
Briefly describe Galilee, and give the two main factors for Christ's great public favor there.

66.
Why was Jesus rejected at Nazareth?

67.
List the four healing miracles done by Jesus in Capernaum and Galilee and back in Capernaum.

68.
Name the twelve apostles as given by Matthew.

69.
List the eight major breakdowns of the Sermon on the Mount and the Scripture included from Matthew.

70.
What are some of the activities listed in A Busy Day in the life of Jesus?

71.
Define parable, list the three kinds Jesus used, and give the reasons for the use of them.

72.
What great miracles took place on the lake, on the other side, and back in Capernaum and Nazareth?

Chapter 5 – Special Training of the Twelve Disciples
73.
Give at least seven reasons why the official leaders of the Jews would not accept Jesus.

74.
List the four retirements, or withdrawals, of Christ and the five reasons for them.

75.
What two great miracles are given in the first retirement?

76.
In Christ's second retirement, what were the Pharisees doing in opposition to Him?

77.
What great miracle is given in the third retirement?

78.
List the important happenings during the fourth retirement.

79.
Briefly summarize the testing of the disciples by Jesus.

80.
Describe the transfiguration.

Chapter 6 – Later Ministry in Judea
81.
What was the Feast of Tabernacles?  Describe it.

82.
Give the occasion that brought about Jesus’ teaching of being the Light.

83.
What answer did the blind man who had been healed give the Pharisees about Jesus?

84.
Give the first step Jesus took in the three‑month Judean ministry and the results thereof.

85.
How did the parable of the Good Samaritan come about?

86.
Where was Jesus’ new home and what lesson in prayer did He give?

87.
List the further clashes Jesus had with the Pharisees and His discourses with them.

88.
Explain the Feast of Dedication.

Chapter 7 – The Ministry in Perea
89.
Why did Jesus retire to Bethany, and what did He demonstrate there?

90.
When Jesus dined in the home of a Pharisee on the Sabbath, what three parables did He teach?

91.
What is the cost of discipleship, according to the Scriptures?

92.
List the six parables Jesus taught during His time in Perea.

93.
Summarize the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.

94.
List three important happenings and their lessons on Jesus’ journeys away from Jerusalem.

95.
List three important teachings of Jesus while He was in Perea.

96.
What was the special favor Salome asked of Jesus?  Who was Zacchaeus, and what happened to him?

Chapter 8 – The Passion Week
97.
List the day‑by‑day order of events of Jesus’ last week.

98.
With what should we be impressed about Jesus in the presence of death?

99.
How many people attended this particular Passover, and why?

100.
Summarize what happened to Jesus on Sunday.

101.
What did Jesus find upon arriving in the Temple on Monday, and what did He do about it?

102.
List the five major happenings on Tuesday, and give Scripture references.

103.
What do the Gospels tell us about Jesus’ activities on Wednesday and what may we assume?

104.
Give the six major happenings on Thursday and their Scripture references.

Chapter 9 – Rejection and Death
105.
Summarize briefly the dark day of Friday.

106.
How was Jesus both the victim and victor?

107.
Beginning with Christ's arrest, summarize the happenings of that night during and between His so‑called trials.

108.
List the illegalities in the ecclesiastical trials and in the civil trials.

109.
Describe the act of Crucifixion.

110.
What is the Via Dolorosa?

111.
List the seven sayings of Christ on the cross.

112.
What other supernatural occurrences besides the three hours of darkness happened at the death of Jesus?

Chapter 10 – Victory Over Death
113.
After Jesus' resurrection, how long did He stay on the earth, and what caused the despondency of the disciples?

114.
Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important?

115.
Summarize the happenings at the tomb.

116.
What was the first task of the risen Saviour?

117.
List the appearances of Christ and give Scripture reference on His first day of resurrection.  Also, list His subsequent appearances, with Scripture references.

118.
Give the four theories posed by those who denied the resurrection and their definitions concerning the resurrection.

119.
List and define the positive proofs of Christ's resurrection.

120.
What are the consequences of the resurrection that have the utmost significance in the lives of individuals, as stated by Dr. McDaniel?

Part 3 – The Early Expansion of Christianity

Chapter 1 – The New Era

121.




Of what is the book of Acts? Give four natural breakdowns of it.  
122.
Who was Matthias, and what do we know about him?

123.
Briefly describe the happenings of the new era.

124.
Summarize the persecution the social problem that the disciples faced and its effect on the apostles personally.

125.
Who were the first seven deacons, and why were they elected?

126.
Give one outstanding happening of Stephen, Saul, Phillip, and Peter.

127.
What is the significant fact concerning the Christians in Antioch?

128.
What were some of the results of the persecutions of the Christians by the Roman state?

Chapter 2 – The New Apostle
129.
Give the author's statement of Paul's place in history, and list six elements of his greatness.

130.
Very briefly tell of his ancestry and family.

131.
When, where, and under what name was Paul born?

132.
What do we know about his education?

133.
What was Paul's confession concerning his persecution of Christians?

134.
Briefly give Paul's conversion and baptism experience.

135.
Summarize his life in Damascus, Arabia, and back in Damascus.

136.
What did Paul do when he returned to Jerusalem?

Chapter 3 – The First Missionary Campaign
137.
What preparatory steps had Christ made concerning missions?

138.
What great happening took place in the church at Antioch?

139.
Who went on the first missionary journey and what was their itinerary?

140.
Give one outstanding event on the Isle of Cyprus, the mainland, Antioch of Persidia, at Iconium, in Lystra, and Derbe.

141.
Why did they retrace their route as they returned home and what report did they give to the church?

142.
What four definite forms did the work of Paul and Barnabas take?

143.
What was the main issue that threatened disruption of the church during the absence of Paul and Barnabas?

144.
Why did Paul take this issue to Jerusalem and what was the outcome?

Chapter 4 – The Second Campaign
145.
What brought about the separation of Paul and Barnabas before the second missionary journey?

146.
Compare the second campaign to that of the first.  List the people who made it and give the itinerary.

147.
What is meant by their being hindered by the Holy Spirit and what was the outcome?

148.
Give one statement about the cities of Philippi and Thessalonica.

149.
Briefly summarize the results in Berea, Athens, and Corinth.

150.
Give the list, dates, and subject matter of the epistles of Paul, as listed by the author.

151.
What were the seven problems of the early New Testament church, as listed in the text?

152.
List the purpose of Paul's writing I Thessalonians and II Thessalonians.

Chapter 5 – The Third Campaign
153.
Give the itinerary of the third journey and list some of Paul's helpers in it.

154.
What are the four chief elements in Paul's theology?

155.
Who was the man referred to as the New Apostle?  Briefly describe his circumstances.

156.
Give a summary description of Ephesus and Paul's work there.

157.
What were the problems that Paul addressed in his first letter to the Corinthians?  What is significant about his second letter?

158.
Summarize the purpose and contents of the letter to the Galatians.

159.
Dr. Hester breaks down Paul's letter to the Romans into five stages.  List them.

160.
Give a short paragraph on Paul's journey homeward.

Chapter 6 – The Years in Prison
161.
What report had the Judaizers circulated about Paul?

162.
What did the Lord tell Paul while he was being held prisoner of the Sanhedrin court?

163.
What was the purpose of this imprisonment?

164.
When Felix sent for Paul, what happened?  What did Paul say to Festus that took him by surprise?

165.
Briefly describe Paul's sailing for Rome and the shipwreck.

166.
Give the miraculous event which took place on the island of Melita.

167.
Summarize the events surrounding Paul’s imprisonment.

168.
List the prison epistles, and give the primary purpose of each.

Chapter 7 – The Last Years of Paul
169.
List the grounds for a conclusion that Paul was released for a time from his imprisonment in Rome.

170.
According to the author, where did Paul's further travels take him?

171.
Summarize the burning of Rome.

172.
Describe Paul's visit to Asia.

173.
Give a sentence summary on each of Paul's writings of I Timothy, Titus, and II Timothy.

174.
Very briefly summarize Paul's arrest, his time in the Mamertine dungeon, and the first stage of his trial.

175.
Describe Paul's last days by using Scripture, and give the reference.

176.
How did the martyrdom of Paul happen?

Chapter 8 – Completing the Story
177.
What is the purpose of this chapter?

178.
What are the Catholic Epistles, and what does the term Catholic mean?

179.
Summarize the epistle of James.

180.
Who was Jude, and how did he refer to himself?

181.
Give a simple statement about the book of Hebrews, and tell who wrote it.

182.
State briefly the later work of Peter, and give the major content of his letters.

183.
State briefly the later work of John, and give the major content of his three letters.

184.
In the book of Revelation, there are seven visions and messages. List them with their Scripture references.

You have now completed this course of your studies.
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